
To the Kdltor of The Times-Dispatch:
In The 'ttmcs-bjspatch of tho 19th

instant an Idltorlal headed "Fraud In
Buchanan" appears. This ouitorlal
states lit substance that fraud is ap¬
parent In the land assessments re¬
turned from Buchanan county; that
some time ago the acreage of Buchanan
was '.i.-t.-d ut Ü,000."00, in 190$ at
266.23'.!. ami In 1910 at 6T7.t'G0 acres,
that Auditor Uonohoo says, 'n his re¬
port, that llguroa from Büchanan coun¬
ty r. liitivo to real estate arc taken from
1910 |and !>ouk£. because "tho land
books for Buchanan county for 1911
"contain assessments of large tracts
of land which have no existence; In
fact; therefore, to use these figures in
the table would be mlslead'ng," und
that the land books of Buchanan coun¬

ty for the year 190, were so confused
its to show an acreage of almost one-
twelfth the total area of the whole
State. The editorial further states
that .'tills is largely the result of great
fraud upon capitalists In the great
cities of the country who were sold
lings' tracts of mineral land which
did not exist, fake titles were sold
outside of the State, resulting In creat¬
ing a 'las.«- of claimants for land thatlljil not exist, who were assessed by
the commissioners of the revenue
none tho less, so that they might gel
their double fee when they wero en¬
titled to hut a single fee."

Tills is a grave charge not only
against the Commissioners of the Rev¬
enue, but against the people- of this
county: lind one, il seems to the
writer, that should not have been made
by one not acquainted with Hie true
State of facts. However. through
fairness, the writer will state that no
doi:!.; he author of the editorial was
warranted In writing tin- same, as the
editorial secins to be supported by
Auditor Doiibhoc'S report, Tlpit Audi¬
tor Ponohoc and the Altorhoy-Uenerni
were acquainted with the true state
ot facts will more fully appear later;
tthd Ii will be for the public In Judge
whether or not Audltot I'otiohoc was
warranted In making the report.

History of the lilies.
In order that the public may thor¬

oughly understand the situation, it Is
necessary to set out a brief history ot
the titles In this county. The Com¬
monwealth of Virginia originally Is¬
sued large grants covering the great¬
er pizt of whjt is now Buchanan coun¬
ty. These, grants were practically
abandoned by those to whom they wcro
Issued: that is. the parties to whom
these large grants were Issued, or those
claiming under tlietn, failed to exercise
the rights or ownership over the land
or to pay taxes on the same. Later
on settlers came Into this part of" tho
State, and. Instead of purchasing the
land from the owners id' the large
grants, obtained junior grants or
"court rights" for the particular tracts
of land they wanted. The settlors a;
once located on the land for which
they had obtained a junior grant or
"court right," .and commenced In an
humble way. and as boat they could,
to make a living by tilling the soli.
After it was discovered that practicallythe whole country was underlaid with
l ich deposits of coal, and that the titu¬
lier was exceptionally line, the owners
id the large surveys became Interested,
mid have been trying, ant still are try¬
ing, to hold the land under the origi¬
nal grnhts. Hence It wiil bo seen that
there are two chains of title, both
emanating from the Commonwealth, to
practically every foot "f land In this
county outside of what is known as
the "Warder Survey."
Moreover, it will be found that the

same conditions exist in numerous
counties m West Virginia and Ken-
lucky, the State of Virginia having
issued largo grants covering this ter¬
ritory prior to tho formation of these
Stales.

A Concrete Case.
In the year 1735 the Commonwealth

tuf Virginia granted to Smith and
Banks 200,000 acres of land. The
greater part of this land lies in what
is now Buchanan county. This tractof land passed through a succession of
conveyances to Frederick Pearson.From 1876 to K'OT, taxes were assessed
ugainst it in the name of Pearson, in
the year 1sr6 none of tho taxes hav¬ing been paid, the lund was sold and
bought in dm, the State, and tho titleheld by 11,-.-subject to the right of re¬demption, until February 17, 1005,when It was conveyed to The BuchananCompany, a corporation, by the. clerk
¦ .f Buchanan county by a tax deed ofthat date.

It appears from the tax deed (bat theland was duly advertised for sale anil(sold to the state in ISM;, no attemptbeing mado to redeem |t. that, it whsl.eld by tho State until .Inly 16, 1902,¦when one C W. Tehault took the neces-
s-iary steps to purchase It from theState. This statute required notice tothe delinquent owners, saved theirright or redemption for four monthsafter notice, and this notice, is allegedto have been given by publication in alocal newspaper. The alleged ownersSB.-iln falling to appear or offor or
attempt to redeem, the taxes fromJS76 t° 1905, Inclusive, amounting to159,090.90, were paid and tho lax de< d
executed to The Buchanan Company,
u corporation, as assignee of Tobault.During all of this time every footof land covered by tin; '.'00,000-a ere
fcra.m to Smith and Banks lying in this
county was claimed by citizens underJunior grants and "court rights.*' Thecitizens, of course, during nil of thistime wore paying taxes on the landclaimed by them. Tints it will be sconthat that part of the Smith and Banks200.000-acre grant lying in this coun¬
ty was assessed for taxes twice, i-'lrstin the name of the owner of the said
Krant. and, second, in the name of thecitizens who were in possession of theirientbal land under junior patents and"court tights." This is still true.This is just one of many instances.«.s two-thirds of the county is coveredIvy these olu grains. Therefore, It is
easy to tec and understand why thecommissioner's hooks contain a great¬er acreage than is actMally jn Buchan¬an county.

Moreover, there are several oldara.r.ts. containing s»vc-rnl thousandacres each, issued by the. Common¬wealth of Virginia to different parties,which, the writer understands, cannotnow be located. Mos-,. If ot all. of the
present holders under the old grantsof this land, ate under the impression
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that tho land lie* In Buchanan county,
and, ol course, havo nil conveyances re¬
corded here.
'I hr Duties of the ComnilHMlonrrs of the

Hcvennc.
Now that we have the facts before

ns. the question to be deeldj.l If. 'What
arc the duties of the Commissioners of
tho ItovcnucV

Sections -',300 and 2.501 of tho Code
dclines the duties of tho clerk In ad¬
mitting deeds and other writings to
record.
The clerk In admitting; a deed to re¬

cord performs purely a ministerial
duty. See Paul V. Baugh, Si Virginia
!'3.->. nud cases cited.
Therefore, because the clerk mny

think the title to a particular piece of
land conveyed by a deed presented to
him for recordatlon defective (tue
fees being paid and tho deed properly
executed and acknowledged), he .can¬
not refuse to admit the deed to record.
Nor can tho clerk in making out the
list of deeds for the Commissioners of
the Itevenue, as hereinafter shown,
pass upon the validity of the titles to
the lauds conveyed by the deeds ap¬
pearing on said list.
The clerk of the court hero thinking

that perhaps he could get rid of the
"bogus land" by refusing to record Hie
deeds, took iho matter up with At-
torncy-Gcncral Monüaguo and Judge
\V. K. Burns, who at thai time was a
practicing attorney, and later the
clerk took the matter up with At-
tornoy-Qeneral Anderson. All three of
these men, learned in tho |nw as tinw¬
are, were of the opinion that the clerh>
would have to record the deeds.
Attorney-General Montague, In a

lcltcr to the clerk under date of April
22, 1501, said:

".1 beg to say that if the records and
rte.-Js themsclve, which rue sought to be
recorded, show that the lands conveyed
He in your county. 1 think B would bo
best to record them, and that the
parties Interested test their rights, n
any they have, in the courts."'
Judge W. E. Burns, In a letter to

tlie clerk, under date of December 10,
I'.'PI. said In pari ns follows:

"1 suppose whatever the condition
of the title may be. you have nothing
to do with it, but would be bound to
admit the deeds to record."
Attcrney-Ueneral Anderson, in a let¬

ter to the clerk, under date of Decem¬
ber 11, 1901, s.iid In part nis follows:

"I do not think that the law gives
yon any discretion in the matter nf re¬
cording deeds, u' ihey are properly au¬
thenticated, and the fees and taxes arc
paid, and any other necessary require¬
ment complied with."

Thi- clerk also has a letter from the
Hen. W. E. Bibb, lilt Assistant At-
lorney-General of this Suite, stating in
substance that the clerk has no dis¬cretion in the matter of recording I
deeds. I

Titus it will lo seen that the clerk I
had to admit these deeds to record.

Section 159 of the Code, us amended"
in 1910. makes il the duty of the cle-rlt
on iir before Hie 16th day of February I
iif Cli'ii year, io mnke out a list of
.'all deeds for partition or convoy- jtinees of land other than deeds of trust,
etc., which have been admitted to re¬
told in the clerk's olllcc of such court,
within the year ending of the ."1st ol
January next preceding, etc."

Section 4l of Hie code provides In
part us fellows:
"Every list mentioned in the two

preceding seel Ions shall Immediate¬
ly, after the 10th day of February, be
transmitted 16 the Auditor of Public
Accounts, and a copy thereof delivered
by the clerk of the commissioner for
his county or corporatinn; or. If there
be more commissioners than one, the
clerk shall deliver to each a copy, or
at least so much thereof as relates to
lands within his district."
Thus it will be seen that the clerk

shall deliver to the commissioners a
Hat of all deeds recorded in his of-
fltt»;
When the Iis- has been furnished to.

the commissioner by the clerk, the
duty of the commissioner Is clear. BySection 170 of the code he Is commend¬ed to transfer the land on his books
from the grantor to the granteu In the
deed, and charge the land on his books
to lite grantee.

Section 470 of the Code reads: "Tho
lands and atanding timber appear on
the list of statements mentioned in
sections lour hundred and lifty-nlne. I
four hundred and sixty nnd four hun¬
dred and sixty-two shall be transferred Iaccordingly on ,tho .land book and
charged to the prison to whom the
transfer Is made, etc."
Can It be contended that the com¬missioner has tin- right, because Itn

thinks the title to a certain tract of
land defective, to refuse to make the
proper transfer on his books, as pro¬vided for by section 570?
TakQ this case: A conveys to Xl.oon ncres of land nnd the deed is prop¬erly recorded in the clerk's nfllec. The jclerk, acting under and in pursuance Iof sections -ISO and 4C1 of thn Code,places this deed on the list be fur-nlshos the commissioner. B Is claim-ing the same l.ooo acres of land con¬voyed by A to X. Tho 1.000 acres ap¬pear on the commissioner's book Inthe name of a and B. Tho commission¬

er is of the opinion that B has thebetter title. Con the commissioner ie-ftise to make tho transfer from A toX? If he. can, ho has tho power to
pass on the title to real estate, a pow¬er In Virginia only possessed by the
courts.

One of Numerous Oases.Th. above example is one of the,
numerous cases that arise- every yearIn this county. And It is because theI Commissioners of the Itevenuo of this
county have refused to pass on titlesto real estate, and have transferred Iholands on their books as provided forby section 470 of the Code, that liascaused tho hostile criticism of theauditor, the foundation, no doubt, oltli,e (editorial hefeln complained of.It Ins also caused one of the reportersof The Times-Dispatch to write a fol¬lows :

<I quote from The Timos-Dispatch r.rtb.e 20th Instant): "The land hooksof Buchanan county were so evidentlypadded, that the auditor In his annual
report made especial note of the. situa¬tion . . . the practice of adding largetracts which never existed, but which
appear on tho deed books presumablyfor the purpose, of selling bogus min¬eral property to capitalist, began tome,years ago. and continued until after thecommissioners tried to make moneyby 'adding them to tho assessments."The Commissioners of the Bevenuoof this county are. good and honestmen, bravo and couragous, arid dis¬charge their duties without fear orfavor, having only one object in view,and that to follow the jnw to the let¬ter. .No man can truthfully chargethat they "padded" their books for th<purpose of Increasing their fees, o?thai they placed this land on theirbooks -so that they might get theirdouble fee when they were entitle.ito but asingle fee." The charge, tosoy the least. Is a gross libel, foundedon a mlpstatoment of facts and thoseWho made them should ute even of.

fort possible to covrect the Injury they
hove necessarily eausod.

Moreover, the people of this county
would not toleroto olllcers who would
pad or placo fictitious lands on their
books "so that tho ytnlght get their
double tee when they wer« entitled to
but a single fee," and It Is an Insult
to thlr manhood to say they would.
Correspondence In Reward lb «i«c "Mb?

Kua l.nnil."
I will not attempt to set out all tho

correspondence In regard to this mat¬
ter, as tin* correspondence Is quite
lengthy and would consume consider*
able space, but only such letters and
parts of letters as bear directly on thu
ones:Ion at issue.
Under date of .Inly 25, 1911. tin-

auditor wrote, tho commissioner of tho
Kastcrn District in part as follows:
"Vou were the land assessor for

Eastern District, Buchanan county, in
1910, and, as mich, assessed 373,000
acres of laud In said district. As Coin-
¦nlsslonor of the RcvenUe In 1911, you
placed about l.U 13,001) acres on > out-
books, or about three times as much
land as you could IIlid In 1010. This
discrepancy Is truly astounding, and 1
must require an explanation of the
same before allowing you any com¬
pensation as Commissioner of the Rev¬
enue. I shall not attempt to enumer¬
ate all the added tracts, blit can your
attention particularly to the follow¬
ing: (Here appears thirteen tracts,
aggregating some 600,000 acres. All
these tracts, though are on the list, fur¬
nished the commissioner by the clerk
ji pursuance of the abovo referred to
sections, as the auditor well knew as
he had a copy of the list.)
Tho commissioner has no right to

placo additional laud on his books
without positive knowledge of its ex¬
istence and can give description and
location us required by law (no law
lilted), 1 have every reason to be¬
lieve, from the records of this office,that these added tracts have no ex¬
istence in fact, and 1 cannot allowIhem to appear on your books wlth-
>ut the most positive . assurance that
the assessments are correct. You must
furnish such evidence or omit tho
tracts from your books."
Under date of .Inly 3tst the com-

nlsslonor of the Kastern District rc-(llcti as follows:
"Replying to your letter of July!5th, in regard to tho difference in tie/1-,lumber of acres assessed and placed

>n my hooks as Commissioner of Itcv-
tnue, beg to state that as I understand
he law It is not for me to determine
.vhoher or not the additional laud
ilaccd oil my books Is in existence,
tly duly is to place oil my books all
runsfers furnished by the clerk. The
and of which you complain as being
>u inj books ha» been conveyed to thu
lartics therein named by deeds' prop-lrly executed und recorded in thistoUnty and the transfer fees paid. 11
s not my duty as Commissioner of the-
tovcinic to pass on titles to land,iltd it 1 should leave tills land off be-
atise I way of the opinion that theItlc to same was defective this Is e\-
ictly what l would bo doing. While
am of the opinion that thu title tohe land complained of is defective,uid the people ot this county, as well

us myself, would be glad to get rid
»f lliis land. I do not think I would be
ustltlablo In leaving it off. 1 beg also
o ltdvise that 1 made the reassess-bent for 1910, and at that time 1 bad
to record of these conveyances, nor
lid 1 know of the land: but the clerk's
1st for It'll contained this land, ami
diowed that the transfer fees bad been
>aid to the clerk. In this county lucre
ire a number of old surveys claimed
jy different partloa outside of tho
.ounty. This land was all granted by.lie Commonwealth a good many years
igo. Tho citizens hero are claimingho land under Junior grants, courtIghts. etc. This is the' reason that
hero is about twice as much land onho books as there is in my district,x'ow, as Commissioner of the Reve¬nue; 1 have no more right to leave oft
if my books one tract of land than 1
lave another, as 1 understand the law.

"1 would be pleased to hear fromI'Oil further in regard to this matter,
is 1 inn anxious to get rid of this land
is you are"
Under date of August 1911, thelUditor replied in part as follows:
"Your favor of July 31st Is received

When the clerk makes up his list ot
lecds and conveyances his reportdiould show from whom nnd to whom
the land was conveyed, and transfers
should be made accordingly on the
:ommiK8loncr'8 books. Jt Is preposter¬
ous to assume that when a tract of
land goes on the commissioner's books
there Is no obligation resting upon the
loinmisstoncr to see that It is properlytransferred from the former owner.
Such tracts and conveyances are not
supposed to consist of mere air and
moonshine; they must be valid and
tangible conveyances."
The clerk's list did show "from whomund to whom the laud was conveyed."and the transfer were "made ac¬cordingly on the commissioner's books.'1Tho commissioner discharged the obli¬

gation resting upon him "to .see thatIt. Is properly transferred from the for-nier owner." The auditor cannot denythese facts, as the records speak forthemselves.
Again, on November nth. the Com¬missioner nf the Revenue for the Rast¬

ern District wrote the auditor as fol¬lows:
"As I have been very busy In mycampaign for Commissioner of the Rev.

cnue tills fall, 1 have, neglected writing
you In regard to my compensation aa
commissioner tor 1911; As to the tracts
of land you mention In your letter as
being Illegally on my books, will saythat by examination of the abstract ot
transfers furnished me by the clerk for1911, of which you have a copy, youwill find that I have no tract of land
on my book not contained In said ab¬stract, and that abstract shows tho
name of Hie grantor, grantee, location,
etc. As 1 wrote you before, T bClloVflthe title to these tracts are defective,and that the owner of said titles ofsaid land cannot gain tho same in
court; but am 1 the man to pass ontitles to land when the same is certi¬fied to me. by the clerk'.' I warn elected
commissioner now for four years long¬
er, and If you will give me authority inl!'12 or have the attorney-general todo so I will be more than glad to urasotho large, tracts of land from mybooks "

As yet tho commissioners of this
county have not been instructed bycither tlie auditor or attorney-generalto leave this land off.
Under dato of August 2. 1911, ihn
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attorney-general wrote tlio clerk ot
this county In part ns follows:
"The condition <>f ihb land books of

liucttsnsn county us they nppeur in
tho auditor's olllce presents a very
serious and troublosomo condition of
iiffulrs. and the Auditor of l'ubllo Ac¬
counts tukes the ntosltlon that thero Is
a jrreat deal moro landH reported In
the iicreitgo on Ihu land hooks than
thero Is roully land In the county. In
other words, that a good deal ot tho
land charged or reported on tho hind
books does not In fact exist, and that
this condition imposes a heavy burden'on the Stole Treasury, of which thu
Treasury should be relieved. I am In
thorough sympathy with the auditor
in his contention. The .stuto should
not be compelled to pay the cömhils-
sioilcrs commission for assessing lands
that has no real existence, nor should
the State bo compelled to pay. tho
costs and fees Incident to the- return of
these assessments as Insolvent. In
short the land books should not be
encumbered with mere llctltlous assess¬
ments, etc."
From this letter il would seem that,

the attorney-general has gone over the
matter fully with the auditor, und is
of the opinion that the commissioners
should have left the land oft.' How¬
ever, the commissioners have never
been advised by either the auditor or
attorney-general to leave this land off,
and in view of this I cannot under¬
stand why thu auditor should criti¬
cise the commissioners for putting tho
land on their books, especially when
the question has been squarely put up
to him and ho has never advised the
commissioners to leave it off.
The Stale, acting through its agents,in this matter, reminds me of the obi

man that went deer hunting one foggymorning. He saw something comingdown the hil| and could not tell wheth¬
er il was u deer or a calf. Throwinghis .gun to Iiis shoulder ho commenced
to sight, and Iiis companion failing to
understand why he was siting so long
asked hlni why he didn't shoot. Theold man replied that as In- didn't know
whether it was a doer or a calf ho
wanted to aim so that If it was acalf he would miss it. and If It was a
deer ho would kill il.
Now, the .State, through Its officials,lias never advised,the Commissioners of

the He-venue of this county to leave
this land off, though at present the
Stale, through its officials, seems to
be very much disturbed over the con¬
ditions in this county, It seems to
think that the laud should be left oil,
and that the Stale should not be com¬pelled to pay ' the commissioners com¬missions lor assessing lands that huvu
no real existence, nor should the- state
be compelled to pay Hie costs and fees
incident lo the return of these assess¬
ments as Insolvents."

Nevertheless. when Tcbault pur¬chased the "Pearson title" from the
State- (the land hiving boon returneddelinquent and purchased by the Com¬
monwealth) the officials of the Stuto
at once laid claim to "their proportion¬ate part of the purchase price. No
doubt, though, the State, through Us
officials, remonstrated considerable on
paying the commissioner his Commis¬
sions for assessing this land, and the
Stato officials threw up their hands inholy horror when iiald la'd was re¬
turned delinquent and tile- Slate pin
to a little cost. 1 believe liiere» is a
little: quotation, tomothlng about con¬
sistency, that would lit in nicely he-re.
Those familiar with .t will please send
a copy of same to the- Slate officials
they think should have ti-.e same hung
up in their offices;
From Hits great blunder (ihe commis¬

sioner pulling the 1'earsun land on liU
books) the Stale realized SOIIluthinHlike $20,000;
This is only a small part of what the

State bus received from this source.
Now the State's present attitude

Seems to be this: If tills land Is put
on Hie eommisslouois' books and thu
taxes are not paid and the land Is re¬
turned delinquent and never redeemed,
that the Commissioners of the Reve¬
nue and all other county officials con¬
nected with i lie work should not be
paid one red cent, but if the land is
placed on tho commissioners' books
and the- taxes paid, or if returned de¬
linquent and redeemed, then It should
be paid its proportionate part of too
taxes nnd the commissioners paid theircommissions.

\\'e. of Buchanan county, to a man
wan llo get rid ot tills land."bogusland" we call It. \Ve have about as
much respect for this land as the
.¦elate has when tlio taxes on same are
not pnld, or when it Is returned de¬
linquent and never redeemed. How¬
ever, we want to get rid of it legally.If any one can suggest a remedy we
will be ever grateful to him, but wuhardly think that unjust criticism will
aid us materially in solving the ques¬tion. Sours very truly,

JNO. W. FLANNAGAX, SH.
Grundy, Virginia« December ton.

christiansburg
[Special to the Tliucs-Diapntch.]Christiansburg, Va., January ill..Mrs. .lam.s Chlldress was hostess toHie Hamilton Wade Chapter, of l ulledDaughters of the Confederacy, Thurs¬day iiftorm on, Mrs. Charles Suinp|cr,president <.i the chapter, presided. Af¬

ter ihe business meeting was over, usocial hour was much enjoyed by thomembers, ami Mrs. Chlldrcss serveddelicious rci r< sinnents.
Mrs. Thomas J.ove was called toFayctlovlllo Tuesday by a messageannouncing Iho sudden death of herfather, Mr. it..yd.
Ham W. Simmons, iledmond I. Hoopanil Charles A. Johnston are spendingthe week in Roanoke,Dr. ami Mrs. Kdward Simpson havereturned to Mississippi, after visitingrelatives here. They will sail for In¬dia in June, and resume their workas medical missionaries.Misses Sadie and Mury Ellott lirevisiting relatives in I 'oca hont as.Miss Mary Mcnde has returned from» visit io hoi sister, at Ashcvillc, N.C
Fred Tallatil and Flank Dimklee;Mrs. Dunkleo, Misses Alice and Vir¬ginia Dunklev bit Wednesday morn¬ing for a month's stay In .Manatee.'
Charles Crush has returned lo Wash¬ing ami i.e.- University.Mis.. Edna Proctor, of Texas, is herefor treatment.

durhTm"
(Special to the Timos-Dlspatch.]Durham, X. c. January 13..Mr. amiMrs. W. -. Crabtroe have returnedfrom a trip u, Baltimore and NewYork

The police force of Hie city on Wed-presented presented George I* Dyonwith a beautiful gold-headed cane as aNew year remembrance, it has beenl.e custom of Mr. Lyon, for manyyears, t-j remember the police and give«ach member a pair of line gloves. The'caning" was t,, show their apprecia¬tion oi this thought fulness.Mrs. C. W. Toms on Fridny after¬noon delightfully entertained theRoundabout club. The lovely homev as tastefully decorated w'lth fernsami winter (lowers. Upon the arrivalof the numbers a regulnr social meet¬ing was enjoyed, after which light re¬freshments wer« served.tin Tuesday evening Miss Nina Wil¬
son entertained a number of her friendsin honor of lor fifteenth birthday..There were many enjoyable games,and ii delightful musical program ren¬dered pi' Misses Ulna May Wilson andLilly Adcock, A iwo-course luncheonof snlnd and fruit was served.Mrs. "Viclor S. nrynnt entertained

most charmingly tho Tourist ClubThursday afternoon. Mrs. C. >Y. Tornaread Interesting notes on Alexandria;Mrs. P. c. Brown presented a mostthoughtful paper on "Tho Persian andMacedonian Invasions"; Mrs. 1. P. 11111roud seleotloos from "llypallu." Thostudy of Egypt by this clul> Is grow¬ing lliuro Interesting at ouch meetingof the club. A two-conrso lunchuoiiwas nerved.

WYTHEVILLE
I -

[Special to the Times-Dispatch.]Wytlioville, Va., January 13..Mr. andMrs. Clarence Trlnklo and Miss PageMoore liavo returned from Ablngdon,where they attended the1 BOO'.tOr-lJtCh-lleid marriage,
M. J. Bwccker has been called toAustin. Tex., this week l>y the Ill¬

ness of Iiis daughter. Mrs. J. J. Clark.Miss coitue Hampton, of Columbia,S. t\. Is visiting her sister, Miss MaryHamilton, who Is n student of the Ber¬wick School.
Misses Katie and Virginia St. ( lair

are lit home after it visit to theirbrother In Philadelphia.Mrs. Hubert Pierce and children arespending the mouth of January withthe former's parents. Mr. and Mrs. Set¬tle, in Oalvcston, Tex.
Mrs. William Jnnierpon and children,of Märtlnsvllle, are the guests of Mrs.J. D. Stulls.
Mrs. William liraxton, of Richmond,a recent guest of Mrs. Thomas It. Dow,left Thursday to visit friends In Lypeh-burg.
l'agn Robinson, of Salem, la visitingMr. mid Mrs. A. P. Potts.
Miss Elisabeth Moor., returned thisweek from ii visit to the Misses Hogersin Indianapolis.

CREWE
Special to the Time-;.Dispatch.Crowe, Va., January 13..At a con¬gregational meeting held in the Bap¬tist Church last Sunday. Uev. M. It.Cooper, of Pulaskl, was called to the

pastorate to succeed Uev. W. O. Bossel-,resigned.
Hilbert rollings entertained Krida}'evening in honor or the graduatingclass of the Crowe High School. Thoseattending were Misses Emily Horum.Arilin- Bevlll, Whltlcy Morris. Made-Hue Jenkins. .Maggie and Battle Cnnwmings. Cora Bergman,* Estelle Mc¬Laughlin, Grace Berry, Ethel Adams,Bvylln Anderson, Nellie Jones, Bin-wood Wilson.
Miss Pearl Pratt and Uobert Mar¬shall surprised their friends by driv¬

ing to Clinkstone on Wednesday andbeing married at Hotel Itipbcrgei- byRev. Mr. H'-tter. or the Baptist Church;After a tour of some length they willbe at homo to their friends in Crewc.Mr. and Mrs. John Cole recentlyvisited relatives] bore They «er.- mar-ried In Michigan during the holidays.

AMHERST
1.special to the Times-Dispatch.1Amherst, Va., January i::..Mr. andMi». E, 1- Chappellu have it turnedfrom their bridal tour and are now

visiting Mr. Chhppelle'a sister, Mrs.J. CI. ICearfolt.
Miss Ellen Douglas Cray, of Itap-pithannock county, Is the guest ofMisses Marlon and Nell Dearborn.Miss Estelle Moi'raw, of Chatham,Is visiting lier parents, Mr. and Mrs.It, II. Me.'raw.
Mr. ami Mrs. C. A. Joubcrl havegoiic to .Nov. Oib ans. where they willspoilt] the remainder of the winterwith Mr. Joilberl's mother.
Uev. B. II. Hopkins and wife havereturned from a visit to relatives onthe Custom Shore.
i Mi Tuesday afternoon last, at herhome at Amherst, Mrs. lt. C. Wlilte-hcad eiiteriaino.l in a lovely manner

the 100 (Tub, of Amtierst. The
rooms were beautifully decorated.Among those playing wore MesdumbsW. IC. Allen, w. 13. Sandldge, EdwardSlllidldge, J. T. P.oivnoy. B. B. Harrisonand A. B. Strode; Misses Bessie Ro¬bertson, Douglas Gray, Bmmii Snund-
ers. Marion Dearborn, Noll Dea rborilan.I Rosalie Harrison. Mrs. .1. T Bou¬
ncy won ilrst prize, and Miss BeastsRobertson second. Mis. <'. AylcttAshby assisted Mrs. Whltehoad insorv'ng delicious refreshments.

RADFORD
(Special to the Times-Dispatch.]Radford, Va.. January 1.'!..Mrs. Wal¬

ler s. Smith, of Fahqulcr county, who
has been visiting Mrs. .1. W. Plnnagah,has returned home. Complimentarydinners were given her and Miss
Prances Smith by Mcsdiimea Plnnagnn,Andrew ingles. Mae ingles, WilliamIngles anil I.ewis Harvey.
The new tlag for the 11. C. WhartonCamp has arrived and will be pro-scnted to the camp by the local chap¬ters of the Cnlted Daughters ot the

i Confederacy.
Captain and Mrs. William Ingles re¬

turned Tuesday from Marion, whereihey spent New War's Day with Mrs.Miles.
Mrs. .1. Harry Whltmnrc is visitingIki- mother in Richmond. »

Mr. and Mrs. T. W. Simpson spentHie flrst few days of the New Veac
wiili Mr. Simpson's mother In Chrls-tiunshurg.

Mrs. M. B. Kemper nnd daughters.
Misses Mildred and Maude and Mrs.
Thomas, of Clifton Porige; have re¬
lumed hoin,. after spending the holl-I days 'n Jacksonville and St. Augus¬
tine, Kla.
Miss Julia. Trolinger, of Meadow

("reek, spent n few days last week
with Miss Willie Harvey.

Mrs. Pun.ua and little daughter,Norm, returned honie Saturday from
Pulaskl, where they visited Mrs. Camp¬bell.

Mrs. W. A. Wilson returned home
.Monday from Sjnltvlllr, where she visit¬
ed her daughter, Mrs. Barley.

I BIG STONE GAP
[Special to thu Times-Dispatch.)

Hlg Stone Hap. Va.. January 13..
Mrs. J. A. Clllmer and children arc
visiting relatives in l.eo county.

Dr. and Mrs. T. M. Cherry havc re-
turned to their home at Norton afterIn visit to Dr. and Mrs. J. W. Kelly.
Misses Irina and Bernice Orr re¬

turned Sunday night from Bristol,
where they visited Miss Mary Kite.

... v. ami Mrs. J. A. Morrow, of UntoCity, are visiting Mr. and Mrs. J. \V.
Rader. .-.

Dr. J. P. Bdinonds. has returned to
Mlddlcsboro, Ky. after a visit to
friends iii the Clap.

II. B. Price. Jr., of Stonoga, spent
Sunday in the Gap.

Hon. John W. Chalkley left Mon¬
day for Richmond to attend (he ses¬
sion of the State Legislature Mr.
Chalkley being the Democratic member
of the House of Delegates. Mrs.
Chalkley and little son. John Biilllli,
will ioin Mr. Chalkley Inter.

Dr. and Mrs. G. W. Botts have rc-
turned to Louisville, after spending
some time with Mrs. Botts's parents.
Mr .and Mrs. S. P. Pleenor.
The local Masonic lodge lias elected

the following otlleers for tho ensiling.Mason'c year: Hugh H. Slcmp, wor-
Hhipful master;- John V. Mulllns, senior
warden; Ira L Warner, Junior warden:
I. N. Kelly, senior deacon; A. D. Owens,junior deacon; John B. Kelly, tiler; It.
1'. Barron, treasurer; J. II. Mathows,
secretary, and W. B. Kllbourn and M.
II. Graber. stewards.
Miss Lillian Lloyd, daughter of Dr.

J. J. Lloyd, is visiting friends in New
York. .,

SOUTH BOSTON
(Special to the Times-Dispatch.1

South Boston, Va., January 1.1..An
enjoyable banquet was given by Hal¬
ifax .Chapter, No. 3S, Royal Arch
Masons, on Monday evening. In honor
of Its members and Invited guests, this
being the occasion of the staled meet¬
ing. Aftor a session of two hours for

THE TELEPHONE is the
coal man's best salesman.

Many of his customers he never sees, for their
orders come by wire and their checks by mail.

If you move into a new house or have an un¬
expected need of fuel, you can often save a day'stime by telephoning your order.

In the mining and shipping of coal, the Bell
Telephone has become-an important factor. The
wholesale markets and sources of supply are kept in
constant touch with the Bell Long Distance Service
and the danger of a coal famine greatly reduced.

Arc YOU a subscriber?

(f2\ SOUTHERN BELL TEL. & TEL. COMPANY|§l OF VIRGINIA.^ÖS»i£^ Every Bell Telephone is the Center of the 8yttem. «

the transaction of business arid degree
work, the members repaired to the
bannnet room, where a sumptuous re¬
past liml been prepared. ami was
served In excellent style. The Invited
guests wore Hon, II ('. Kerns, lion.
S. T. A. Kent. Charles T. Vanccy, It.
II. [teasley and others.
.lames Hruco Chhstaln, Miss l.ula

Kdmondson ami Mrs l". it. Johnson
left for ew York Monday, preparatoryto taking mi extended ton; to New
Orleans, Houston and Sun Antonio,
Tex.! Los Angeles ami San Francisco,Cel., returning through Mexico and
South America; covering a period of
about four months.

Mrs. Charles T. Ynneey left Wodnos.
daj for an extended trip to Sail An¬
tonio. Tex.; New ttrioans ami Tennes¬
see.

It. II. lieazley. of this place, Is spend¬
ing several days In Hlcntriond.

Albert Stunllcld who has been visit¬
ing relatives here, has returned to
ei onto, lanoda.
Mls.s Sallio 'vjvelacr will leave In a

few days for a visit to friends in
Lynchhurg and Wilson,

Mrs. W. .lordllIt, Mrs. Willie Wil¬
liamson and Mrs. Duln left for New
York on Monday, from which plu< ..

they will sail fur the West Indies.

POCAHOKTAS
l Special to the TImcs-Dispntch.l

I'ocahontas, Va. January 13..Mrs.
Narry N. Hmh,p. of Knoxvlllc, Tcnn.,
who Us lh. house guest of Mrs. Sol
»auch, was tendorcd a progressive

bridge party or. Wednesday afternoonhy her hostess; Mrs. Baach. Thuae n-
vitcd were Mm. J. II. McNocr. Mr a.Floyd Ml.i.l;, Mrs. C. M. Gnlwuv, Mrs..1. I». Ilhllor. Mrs. J. Aclön Uandoa,Mrs. M Block. Mrs .1. W. F.uslcy. Mrs.
lieber Marvin Unibcrgcr, Mrs. II. N.
Hump. Mis. s. Ranch.

Mrs. c C. Fraaler und children, who
have been visiting relatives ut Clary,W. Vti., have returned home.

Miles Ctiry, Jr., <.r Crystal, W. Va ,
was the Bliest of Mr. and Mrs, J. \V.
Kasley this week.

Mrs. Nannie 10. Mack, who lias been
the guest "t her son. Floyd lllack,
left Tuesday for Graham, when- shu
«III vlsll friends ar.d will leave In
a few days (or Norfolk, where nho
will spend the remainder of the win¬
ter.

Mr. and Mrs. M. Marvin Umberger
have for Ihelr guest this w..<»l<. Mrs.
Hairy N. Hump and son. of KllOXVillc,
Tenn.

Mrs. Clyde Heerbower. of Salem,
Who has been the guent of her parents.
Mr. and Mrs. W. II W.il«ter. at "Tllo
Oaks," has returned to her home.

Curtis V.'alors. of Roanoko, spent
Sunday höre, the guest of hN parents.
cionei James Kllwood Jones, of

Switchback, W. Va., was here Mon¬
day.

Miss Elisabeth llufford. who ban
born spending some time with her sis¬
ter, at Klngsport. Tenn., has returned
home.
Mrs M. A. Smith is In Richmond

visiting relativer«.
Mrs. c. O. Betelle and daughter.

Helen, who liaVQ been the gue.-,tK .,f
Mr. and Mr.« J. W. H. Eawford, left
Monday for their home in Itounoke.

THE IDEAL YOUNG GIRL
By YVONNE SARCEY

Our young girl of to-day is a much
criticised creature. Old Indien are /und
of declaring with considerable emr
phasls that Itr manners arc anything
but what thee ought to he, far from
"commc 11 faut,'' and you understand
what this expression means In their
mouth. To he "comma 11 faut*' in the
oyes of the generation that preceded
us irraans absolutely and hopelessly
perfect; the expression stands for a

symbol of sweet, timid, clinging and
docile young girl of their lime.
Was the young girl of those days

with her shy blushes and bashful man¬
ners superior or lllfjrlor to tae young
girl of to-day? The question Is very
often discUSSCd, hut It seems to me

rather a waste of time. Kvory season
has its fragrance as. tvsry generation
has its merits. And It is even the
strength slid beauty of the various
epoch's that, although their elements
are the same, lh:y always appear new
and line their trail along the course

of centuries with a multitude of flow¬
ers, each one possessing Its own In¬
dividual color, each whispering to the
pass-rby: "I ant memory; enjoy my
charms and do not compare them with
others. I loyally reflect an epoch. My

j shape apd color may not agree with
ilhe fashions of your days, but love,
them anyway, for they are harmonious,

[delicate and BWeSt. and they fulfilled
the ideal that we had."

I'o you remember our grandmothers'
Ideal young girl? Her hair was sntoth-
od well down, tied In a knot at the
back of her h»nd. her looks modest and
shy. her hands neat with nails trimmed
squarely, her nose was, always burled
In some kind of embroidery, she was

Inquisitive without daring to show It.
In secret she read books of th* shame¬
less existence of which she was sup¬
posed to bo profoundly ignorant, she
was as sentimental as an old-fashioned
novel, and while sirs was apparently
busily engaged tying up the preserve
'jars of her mother's she was In renll-
ly dreaming, dreaming madly of Mon-
sleur Ernest, that handsome young
man shä mot at her last ball, dreaming
of everything that was concealed from
her. but which she nevertheless guess-
ed or knew all about, dreaming of the
world palpitating With llf* all around
her. but which «mo missed because
they had stuffed her ears with cotton
anil pot blinkers In front of her eyes.
Her fluttering heart walks fnltrrlngly.

I tremblingly towards the unknown. Shi
has been told: "Look out. always
look out.here is a snare, there three,
rocks, yonder a precipice, down there
a liver. If you were not so careful¬
ly protected and guarded, tb-dvy by
your mother, to-morrow by your hus-
hand, you would be in deadly peril a

hundred times a day."
And she thinks with delight of Mori-

sleur Ernest's strong hand which it
will be so nice to hold in her own to

'avoid tlri snares. Jump across the three
rocks, pass by the precipice and cross
the river.
A hundred times she lias been told:

"A nice young girl must beware of
everybody and everything." and fig a
result her lifj Is a constant dread.
Elke the young swallows sitting In
their nests sticking outside their heads
watching tho moment when thev may
slip away, she is living In fear and
expectation, never daring to axpross an
onlnlon, nor laugh real heartily, nor
enjoy the reading of a really good
.book, nor the masterpieces of art, nor
tnk.i the cotton out of her ears and
beg, "Eet me listen to the music of
the world, even if It make* me cry,"
nor tear the bandage from her eyes
and say: "(live me light, beautiful
golden warm light, which my twenty
years are yearning for."
The young girl Hint were brought

up by our grandmothers, who twere
tllnld. bashful, hut ready to take up the
struggle, and who underslood lo wit¬
ness sllsmtty «1« death of their Ideals,

w-^rc charming childlike heroines, poe-
tic dowers of « tino when ruled the
crinoline, the ham sleeves; and the
sword of Monsieur Prudhomme. They
hud Ihelr what geese iind th:-lr strong
women, ihey were often touching ohd
never ridiculous and will forever re-
niain.a typo of education^
To-day wo know another kind. It

hns not yet reached its perfection, t>ut
It 1» approaching It. 1 am sure that
before ten sens have passed we shall
see ;i perfect typ« ot the modern girl,
who will reflect the sons; of our time,
with all its fearlessness, courage and
will power. For the aviators aTe soar-
In^ towards the highest summits, the
hollers are steaming, the factories are
roaring, the dittos are speeding, too
Inventors arc robhlng earth of its
secrets, may not alone earth, hut also
air aal sea, daringly risking their
IIvps. Everywhere we are struggling,
every where "we are lighting, and if you
do not want to v>e trampled down by
the crowd you must run even faster,
even If you are gasping for breath,
even If your legs ar« shaking, even if
everything Invites you to rest at the
roadside. The ficht is beautiful, and
life must be lived, hut It calls for
hard-tempered souls, and never perhaps
has worn.in even been asked to fulfil
such duties as are demanded of her to¬
day.

It should be the noble object of her
education. I think, to prepare her for
tills novel, arduous life, and the task
Is not a difficult one. for the young
girls themselves are ready, nny. eagjr,
to take upon themselves their new
duties.

Of course 1 am not speaking of the
flirting, empty-headed. Highly young
girl who is extravagant, spoiled and
petted. do not think you will find a
hundred girls of this kind In Paris,
though writers and artists are fond of
depicting her as the type of the Paris¬
ian irlrl. I am speaking of our glrln
as they really are. Perhaps thelr
Sllhoucttc at present Is a little too
slllh.fashion demands that.-their
heels a little too high, their hats too
big and their skirts too narrow, nut
how open are not t'nclr minds, how
warm, healthy, brave and charming
their souls!
And they know something, too! They

know that th?ro Is a safe road lea.line:
across the three rocks, the proclplces
and the river, but they also know that
there Is work to be done, beautiful
books, music, love, motherland, and
these are grave r|U?SlloUs Which oc¬

cupy their minds. They are no longer
humble. If poor, they are willing to
make their own living and proud tn
do so. and if chance has made them
rich, th-v know that It Is tlielr duty to
do something for others who are less
fortunate. This is why they are. active,
energetic and brave.
They build .no castles, cither In nlr

or In Spain, mid if their Imagination
U rather vivid, they do nof complain
when they arc disappointed. With their
little hands they tackle reality to
create happiness for themselves, tho
hapnlness which Is reached only
through work.
Their still a little too free and easy

rr>''nii?rs sometimes scare old maids,
".ho have remained faithful to the
M«yil of the voung girl "comme II fallt."
.>r>.:. w»bn understood nothing hut what
o~-/>nc. ,eU1i their own ideas. Hut T
? e<i ,.<M, fhat the modern voung srlrl
¦will be one of the moHt marvelous
fh-nv»rs of the twentieth century.
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